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St Peter’s Church, Surry Hills 
235-241 Devonshire St (between Crown and 
Marlborough Streets),    
Parish phone: (02) 9698 1948 
Email: admin@stpeterssh.org.au 

               Website: www.stpeterssurryhills.org.au 
        

Most Reverend Danny J Meagher: Bishop in Residence, Episcopal Vicar for the Northern Region 
Fr. John A Macdonald: Administrator 

Fr. Nicola Falzun OP: Priest in Residence for the Missio ad gentes of the Neocatechumenal Way 
 
  

Feast Days within the Octave of Christmas (Year A) 
Mon 26 Dec  Saint Stephen, first martyr 
Tue 27 Dec Saint John, apostle, evangelist 
Wed 28 Dec The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
Fri 30 Dec The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sun 1 Jan Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
   
Christmas Mass Times 

Sat 24 Dec 8:00pm, Vigil Mass (followed by a parish supper in the 1880 
Hall and the courtyard for which parishioners are requested to 
bring a plate to share; alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks, tea and 

coffee will be provided by the parish) 
Sun 25 Dec 10:00am  
Octave of Christmas Daily Mass: Mon 26 Dec to 31 Dec Sat: 10:00am  

  
 

We Pray For: 
Our sick and injured:  Josephine Finneran, Anna Seow, Ricardo Francisco, John O’Brien, Catherine Murphy, Adi 

Soediarto, Gerry Cassar, Makram Nammour, Camilla Pascoe, Ana Teresa Rodrigues, Mafalda Triolo, Aimi McEwen, 
Louise McCann, Marija Barclay, Dan Southee. 
Our deceased: Joachim Kerowa, Newton McMahon, Lydia Garrone (4/12 death anniversary, (Patrizia O’Brien’s 

mother)), William Henry Lewis (26/11 death anniversary, (Florence’s father)), Mackenzie Lamb, Henrietta Pham, 
Frederick, Edward & Margaret M Hailwood & Margaret D Hailwood. 

Recently deceased: Grace Galea (10/11/22, (Pauline’s sister)) 
Our house bound elderly: Bernadette Hailwood, Robert Pearce, Joyce Regoski, June Holt, Shirley Kennedy, Anna 

Maria, Patricia Wells. 

 
 

Partaking in the Eucharist commits us to others, especially the poor, teaching us to pass from the 
flesh of Christ to the flesh of our brothers and sisters, in whom he waits to be recognised, served, 

honoured and loved by us. 
Pope Francis 

Catechesis on the Mass 2018 
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The Parish office will be closed over the 

Christmas period and re-open on Tues,10 Jan 
2023 

 
Wishing all our parishioners and visitors  

a joyous, holy and safe Christmas. 
 

 

 
Mass to honour Servant of God Eileen O’Connor 

 
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor invite you to 
an annual Mass to mark the anniversary of 
the death of Eileen O’Connor who is on the 
path to becoming Australia’s next saint. 
 
Date: Tuesday 10 January 2023 
Time: 11am 
Where: St Brigid’s Church (Cnr Brook and 
Waltham Streets, Coogee) 

 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, (Feast day 30 Dec), Catholic Archdiocese of Ibadan, 

Nigeria, Femi Adeogun 

SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL - ‘The Laity’ - states: “The family has received from God its 
mission to be the first and vital cell of society. It will fulfill this mission if it shows itself to be 
the domestic sanctuary of the Church through the mutual affection of its members and the 
common prayer they offer to God, if the whole family is caught up in the liturgical worship of 
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the Church and if it provides active hospitality and promotes justice and other good works for 
the service of all the brethren in need.”  
The Holy family consists of Jesus, the Son of God and the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, his Mother the Blessed Virgin Mary, and his Foster father St Joseph. Although major 
feast days dedicated to each member of this family are in observance, the Feast of the Holy 
Family commemorates their life together as a family unit, the focus being on the religiosity of 
family life as expressed in its daily existence. As Pope Pius XII has said: “The life of a family 
united in intimate love is so beautiful! You can see each member eager and prompt in 
fulfilling his duties, in pleasing everyone, in practising justice, honesty, kindness, patience in 
bearing adversities and in forgiving wrongs; of strength in the hour of trial and under the 
weight of toil. You can see the parents educating their children in love and in the practice of 
all virtues. In a family such as this, God is honoured and faithfully served; everyone is 
treated with goodness. Can there be anything more noble and more edifying?”  
A feast for the Holy Family has been observed by the Copts - that is, Egyptian Christians - 
since very early times. In the Western Church, however, veneration of the Holy Family 
developed in the 17th century and was officially recognised with the institution of a feast in 
its honour in 1921. 
Originally celebrated on the Sunday following Epiphany (January 6), the feast of the Holy 
Family has been moved to the Sunday after Christmas since 1969, bringing its celebration 
within the Season of Christmas. 
Blessed James Alberione states: “Today’s feast is very important! The family is a natural 
society, instituted by God and ratified by Jesus Christ. It is also a Christian institution, 
blessed at the wedding feast of Cana. It is a religious institution. So pray a great deal for the 
family in the natural, Christian religious sense, because society will be what its families are, 
and so also will the Church.” 
What makes a house into a home and a household into a family? The Holy Family of 
Nazareth can teach us family life in a very simple and meaningful way. Its members not only 
loved God and honoured Him but also believed, trusted, loved and respected each other and 
had great understanding and patience towards each other. When Joseph suffered much 
confusion and anxiety about Mary, he treated her with respect and great delicacy, making 
sure that no harm would come to her. In that atmosphere, Jesus was born and brought up. 
In their life together, they cooperated with each other with perfect understanding and 
harmony, supported each other and shared joys and sorrows together, as when the boy 
Jesus was lost and then found in the Temple. They lived in a communion of love. That kind 
of relationship makes a house into a home and a household into a family. Every couple has 
a spiritual responsibility to provide their children with a similar atmosphere conducive to their 
growth in wisdom and grace. 
The Book of Sirach tells us, “The Lord has given fathers authority over their children and 
given children the obligation to obey their mothers. If you respect your father, you can make 
up for your sins, and if you honour your mother, you are earning great wealth. If you  respect 
your father, one day, your own children will make you happy; the Lord will hear your prayers. 
If you obey the Lord by honouring your father and making your mother happy, you will live a 
long life” (Sir 3: 2-6). 
A happy family is but an earlier heaven. Only a good home can ensure the warmed, 
tenderness and deep personal affection that nourish Christian growth. Love in the family is a 
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sharing of life together, a deep respect, concern and solicitude for each of the members, 
understanding for one another and readiness to help one another, appreciation and support 
for one another and willingness to forgive and support one another. Parents should help 
their children, by word and example, to cultivate the spirit and attitude suitable for home and 
family. They should believe in their children, nurture them, give them guidance, confidence 
and hope. 
Mothers of families: Make Mary your model. Keep the love of God alive and active in your 
home. The love of neighbour, peace and harmony among the members of the family will 
follow automatically. Fathers, you should have the patience of Joseph as your model. He 
laboured, day in and day out, often without any temporal reward, often regretting that he 
could not provide better for his beloved wife and dearly-loved adopted son. He was glad to 
suffer as God’s chosen associate in the preparation of the human nature of Jesus for the 
messianic task that lay ahead. 
Children: love, honour and obey your parents, as Jesus loved, honoured and obeyed Mary 
and Joseph. He, the Son of God, the Creator and Lord of all things, was subject to his 
parents, to Mary his Mother and to Joseph his foster-father. “He went down with them to 
Nazareth and was subject to them.” (Lk 2: 51) Think of these words if ever you are tempted 
complain of your lot. Think of the words if you feel the restraint of obedience or if your pride 
should ever move you to rebel against those whom God has placed over you. Christ was 
subject to his inferiors. 
Prayer opens the door for Christ to enter. Mother Teresa says: “Be sure to teach the 
families to pray all together .... father, mother and children. For the family that prays together 
stays together, and if they stay together they will love one another as Jesus loves each one 
of them.... I am praying that the Lord will bring peace into the world through the love of 

fathers for their families.” 
Humility is the root of all virtues 
and of course, the hallmark of 
wisdom. Humility generates 
confidence and God never 
refuses His grace to those who come 
to Him with humility and trust. Jesus 
Christ says, “Learn of me, because I 
am meek and humble of heart” 
(Matt 11: 29). 
 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
I give you, my heart and 
my soul. Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, assist me in 
my last agony. Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, may I 
breathe forth my soul in 
peace with you. Amen 


