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The world would have 
us believe that beauty 
is in the eye of the 
beholder. In contrast, 
the Church’s liturgy 
affirms for us that 
beauty is nothing  
less than a revelation 
of God.
This meditation on 
the beauty of the 
liturgy will explore 
the manifestation of 
beauty in liturgical 
celebration, rite, 
and setting, and the 
essential place of 
beauty in the worship 
that the Church offers 
to God. 

Rev Dr  
Stephen Hackett.
MSC 
Inaugural Chairman
The National Liturgical 
Architecture & Art Council 
of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference

the 
beauty of the
LITURGY

10.30 AM .... SUNG MASS.
11.30 AM .... CONVIVIUM.
12.15 PM .... PRESENTATION.
  1.15 PM .... CLOSE.

Schedule for 21 February
10.30 AM .... SUNG MASS.
11.30 AM .... CONVIVIUM.
12.15 PM .... KEY NOTE PRESENTATION.
  1.15 PM .... FESTIVAL SUMMARY.
  1.30 PM .... EUCHARISTIC ADORATION.
  2.30 PM .... CONCERT.
  3.30 PM .... BENEDICTION.
  3.45 PM .... CLOSE.

Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney, Most Rev. Richard Umbers will 
celebrate a Mass for the festival participants at 10:30am 
on Sunday 21 February

A special concert will be held on 21 February from 2:30-
3:30pm. 
St Peter’s Parish Choir, joined by former director and 
organist Eugene Raggio, presents Via Crucis S. 53 by 
Franz Liszt. The Via Crucis or 14 Stations of the Cross, 
is an experimental and deeply personal tone poem of 
delicate beauty that prefigures the developments of the 
moderns,  composed by one of the 19th century’s most 
celebrated musicians at the end of a long virtuoso career.

This format will be followed on  
31 January, 7 and 14 February

The festival will be held in strict accordance with 
the COVID 19 guidelines and online registration is 
essential.

Register on the parish website: 
www.stpeterssurryhills.org.au
Festival Enquiries
John O’Brien
Email: johnobrienarchitect@gmail.com

festival mass

festival concert

festival schedule

registration
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BEAUTY
FESTIVAL OF

31  january - 
21 february 

ST PETER’S PARISH

235 Devonshire St.
SURRY HILLS

The relationship between 
God & Beauty is profoundly 
important and a crucial 
means of Evangelisation. As 
we emerge from Covid-19 
restrictions, it is time to give 
thanks to God, to experience 
the joy of beauty, and to reach 
out to anyone who is looking 
to be spiritually rejuvenated 
through exposure to beauty. 

Leading theologians, architects 
and musicians will lead us 
through four talks across 
four Sundays, each exploring 
specific aspects of beauty 
in our Catholic tradition.
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a
gift from

sunday 31st january music, beauty and 
the sacred

sunday 14th february

sunday 7th february

Contemporary art 
does not necessarily 
concentrate on beauty, 
and often veers either 
toward the ideas behind 
an artwork, or the solely 
subjective responses  
that the artist or 
experiencer of the 
artwork might have.
This presentation returns 
to the sense of beauty 
that is important to 
all sacred art. That is, 
beauty can lead us to 
God, when its power as 
a transcendental (on the 
same plane as Being, 
Goodness, and Unity) is 
appreciated. Only then 
can subjective responses 
be appreciated for what 
they are: responses to 
the goodness of creation, 
which calls out to us 
because of the Creator.
The presentation 
includes some of the 
main criteria for beauty 
as a way to think  
through the work 
of the sacred artist.

By virtue of its 
incorporeal nature, 
music has innate 
affinities with the 
world of the spirit. 
The music created for 
the Catholic Church 
has been described 
as ‘a treasure of 
inestimable value, 
greater even than 
that of any other 
art’ (Sacrosanctum 
Concilium 112). 
This talks will draw 
on examples from 
a thousand years of 
religiously inspired 
music to explore 
different conceptions 
of musical beauty. 
It will explore the 
sometimes permeable 
boundaries between 
the sacred and 
the secular, and 
will show that ‘the 
beautiful’ is, in part, 
a historical category, 
even if older styles 
such as plainchant 
and Renaissance 
polyphony retain 
particular value in 
liturgical contexts.

The hallmark of 
beautiful architecture 
is that it respects, 
accommodates and 
nourishes the whole 
human condition, 
spirit, mind and body. 
This talk will attempt 
to give a glimpse into 
the vast treasure 
house of knowledge 
necessary for making 
truly beautiful 
architecture.

Professor  
Renée Kӧhler-Ryan 

Dr David Larkin

Harry Stephens

Dean of the Faculty 
of Philosophy & Theology
The University of Notre Dame, 
Sydney.

Sydney Conservatorium  
of Music.

Architect & Secretary of the 
National Liturgical Architecture 
& Art Council of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference. 
Former lecturer in architecture 
at UNSW, lecturing on sacred art 
and architecture for many years.


